May 1, 2017
Dear colleagues,

On behalf of McKendree University, we cordially invite you and your team to attend the 10th Annual Bearcat Classic and Richard Hunsaker Invitational Debate Tournaments on October 20-22.
We will offer two parliamentary debate tournaments over the weekend. The first tournament will take place on Friday and Saturday, while the second will occur on Saturday and Sunday. (Note that the last elim of the first half will take place on Saturday night.) We will offer a single open division for preliminary rounds, but will have break-out elimination rounds for those who qualify for junior division competition.
Entries are due Friday, October 13, by 5:00 p.m.  Changes may be made without charge until Tuesday, October 17, at 5:00 p.m.  Entries should be recorded on www.forensicstournament.net.
McKendree University is located in Lebanon, IL, about 30 miles east of St. Louis.  The Metro-East area is home to many quality restaurants, hotels, and a variety of forms of entertainment.  We hope you will join us in October.
Sincerely,

Joe Blasdel



Brent Nicholson


Stephen Hagan
Director of Speech and Debate

Debate Coach


Speech Coach
Lance Allen



Nik Fischer

Assistant Coach



Assistant Coach

Parliamentary Debate

Four preliminary rounds will be held at the first tournament and six preliminary rounds will be held at the second tournament, along with an appropriate number of elimination rounds.  We will adhere to the NPDA rules of debating.  We will have central topic announcement in Piper Academic Center, where most rounds will be held. Topics will not be pre-announced (before the tournament). The first tournament will largely utilize international topics, while the second tournament will primarily feature domestic topics. Most likely, we will provide a limited number of judge strikes. We will break brackets in elims.
Fees will be $70 per team for the 1st half and $90 per team for the 2nd half and will cover 3-4 meals at the tournament (Friday dinner, Saturday lunch, Saturday dinner for those in late elims, and Sunday lunch) and snacks throughout the tournament.  Uncovered teams will be charged an additional $100 per tournament. (A covered team competing in both halves of the tournament would cost $160.) One judge covers two teams.  Judges are committed to judge the first two elimination rounds or one round past their team’s elimination from the tournament. Additionally, the fee for observers is $40 (for the weekend).
Awards

Awards will be given to all participants advancing to open elimination rounds at both halves (with nice awards for those reaching finals).  Additionally, the top ten speakers over the course of the swing will receive awards, in addition to the top junior speaker.
The top three schools will receive sweepstakes awards for the swing.  For sweepstakes, each school’s top four entries will count, with 1 point per preliminary round win and 2 points per win in each elimination round prior to the awards ceremony on Sunday. Junior break-out wins will not count toward sweepstakes.
McKendree students will compete and be eligible for individual awards.  McKendree will not be eligible for sweepstakes awards.
Wireless and Prep Rooms

We will have wireless internet access available.  Instructions for logging on to the network will be provided at registration. 
We will also assign prep rooms to teams in Piper Academic Center.  These rooms will also be used for competition, however, so we would ask that you keep them clean for other competitors.

 Tournament Schedule
Friday, October 20, 2017
12:00
Registration in Piper Academic Center (PAC) Lobby

1:00
Bearcat, Rd. 1

2:30
Bearcat, Rd. 2

4:15
Bearcat, Rd. 3

5:30
Dinner (Voigt Science)

6:15
Bearcat, Rd. 4

8:00
Bearcat, Elim 1
Saturday, October 21, 2017
8:45
Pairings released

9:00
Bearcat, Elim 2
10:45
Bearcat, Elim 3
12:00
Lunch (Voigt Science)
1:00
Hunsaker, Rd. 1

2:30
Hunsaker, Rd. 2

4:15
Hunsaker, Rd. 3
6:00
Hunsaker, Rd. 4

7:15
Dinner for finalists

7:45
Bearcat, Elim 4
Sunday, October 22, 2017
8:45
Pairings released

9:00
Hunsaker, Rd. 5


10:45
Hunsaker, Rd. 6
12:00
Lunch (in Voigt Science)

12:45
Hunsaker, Elim 1
2:30
Awards (Piper Amphitheater)
3:00
Hunsaker, Elim 2
4:45
Hunsaker, Elim 3
6:30
Hunsaker, Elim 4
Lodging
While we do not have an official tournament hotel, there are a number of hotels in the area that offer excellent rates.  Booking early is suggested. Below are a few possibilities:

Super 8 (4.2 miles from the University)

(618) 624-6060

1100 Eastgate Drive

O’Fallon, IL 62269

$57.00 per double (for up to four occupants)

Less amenities. Ask for the McKendree University rate.

Drury Inn & Suites (8 miles from the University)

(618) 624-2211

1118 Central Park Drive

O’Fallon, IL 62269

$92.00 per double (for up to four occupants).

Lots of amenities.  Ask for the McKendree University rate.

Parking

Parking will be available in the Fitness Center Parking lot each day of the tournament (the largest parking lot on campus).  It is just across the street from the Piper Academic Center, which will be the tournament headquarters.  Directions to McKendree and a campus map can be accessed at: http://www.mckendree.edu/about/visitor/campus-map.php.
Food

We will be providing food for dinner on Friday, lunch on Saturday, dinner on Saturday (for those in finals elims) on Saturday, and lunch on Sunday. Please let me know if you have vegetarians or vegans, or any other specific food requirements, and we will try to accommodate them as best we can.
If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact me at (618) 537-6815 or jeblasdel@mckendree.edu.
